
Walking the Camino

On October 30 this year, I turned the corner into the square in front of the Cathedral 
at Santiago de Compostela, just as millions of others have done before.  This moment 
is entirely individual, yet collective.  The “strapline” of the pilgrim routes is “Es mi 
Camino” and as a path to follow in life, as on foot, it is a work in progress.

October 2018 was one kind of journey; a long held aspiration imagined at 16 years 
old and begun at 62.  October 2019 was as much a homage to the dozen pilgrims 
from St. Laurence in 1999 as my aspiration.  Becoming a trustee of CTSLL has added 
an opportunity for sponsorship.

The most compelling image is not of arrival but of the path going forwards.  On the 
Camino, we can learn and refresh our commitments to whatever individual beliefs of 
stewardship and compassion we hold.  But it is when we walk at home that we find 
the memory of that astonishing moment of rounding the corner in Santiago becomes 
a wellspring and a compass.  Buen Camino.
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Places of Pilgrimage: The Marches

A specially-commissioned art exhibition – Places of Pilgrimage: The Marches – by 
the artist Ian Scott Massie will be on view in St Laurence’s during the month of May 
2018. This well-known artist has created a new exhibition of 40 paintings of evocative 
places in the Marches area, including Shropshire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire.

All art – original paintings, limited edition prints and cards – is available for sale, and 
proceeds go to the work of The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow. Admission 
to this art exhibition in St Laurence’s is free.

Ludlow by Ian Scott Massie.
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Winter 2019-20 
Walking the Camino 

On October 30 this year, I turned the corner into the square in front of the 
Cathedral at Santiago de Compostela, just as millions of others have done 
before.  This moment is entirely individual, yet collective.  The “strapline” 
of the pilgrim routes is “Es mi Camino” and as a path to follow in life, as 
on foot, it is a work in progress. 
October 2018 was one kind of journey; a long held aspiration imagined at 
16 years old and begun at 62.  October 2019 was as much a homage to the 
dozen pilgrims from St. Laurence in 1999 as my aspiration.  Becoming a 
trustee of CTSLL has added an opportunity for sponsorship. 

The most compelling image is not of arrival but of the path going 
forwards.  On the Camino, we can learn and refresh our commitments to 
whatever individual beliefs of stewardship and compassion we hold.  But it 
is when we walk at home that we find the memory of that astonishing 
moment of rounding the corner in Santiago becomes a wellspring and a 
compass.  Buen Camino. 

Thank you to all my 
sponsors,  we 
raised £1,264.00 for 
St. Laurence and 
£400.00 for my 
home church in 
Leintwardine, St. 
Mary Magdalene:  a 
total of £1, 664.00. 

Thank you to
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Letter from the Chair

It may seem that whilst a lot is going in the church, the Trust has been rather 
quiet.  We have been fundraising but very little has gone to the church in grants 
this year.  We have been concentrating on two things: firstly, working with the 
church on the bid to the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) and, secondly, 
improving our communications with supporters and the public.

As regards the lottery bid, we have just had the second joint meeting of Trustees 
and PCC  members.  We all need to understand the process of the bid and what 
will follow.  Last year the church began the application process by putting in a 
letter, an Expression of Interest.  This was accepted and now a full detailed and 
costed application is being finalised - it should go in around Christmas time.  
We will know in the spring if that has met with approval and we have every 
reason to be hopeful.  There has been wide consultation and support and our 
high regard for the “Cathedral of the Marches” is valid, not empty words.

So, perhaps by April 2020 we will be able to move into the Development 
Project phase.  The Trust will be contributing £25,000 towards the work on the 
stained glass in the Commandments Window.  This will include removing one 
panel for conservation.  When returned it will be put temporarily in position to 
test reaction to the atmosphere.  The techniques are not experimental but the 
testing element is to assess how they work here and the final cost involved.

As regards the communication work, the website is being updated by James 
Caird with a number of people providing short descriptions of key features 
in the church with photographs.  It will look more modern and be more user 
friendly.

Similarly, the threefold board in the church which has an introduction to the 
Trust, the video about the church and details of ‘recent work’ is now six years 
old, and looking tired and no longer recent so again we are working on an 
update.
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Ludlow Palmers’ Talk and Tea - Winter 2020

Thursday  16th January   2020 

‘Medieval knights and their horses:   Wot no chivalry?’  
Dr Sally Fielding

Dr Sally Fielding was a teaching fellow at Girton College, Cambridge at the age of 25.  
She subsequently held lectureships at Leeds University and Oxford University.  Since 
retiring she has continued to research on social and economic issues in the 11th and 
12th centuries, and to give occasional seminars and lectures.  Her book Domesday: 
Book of Judgement (OUP) appeared in 2014 under her professional name of Sally 
Harvey. Her study of the knights’ military practices and horses came out earlier this 
year. 

Thursday  20th February 

Music is the language of our silence.
Igor Kennaway,

Igor Kennaway is a musician.  In his talk he will discuss how music may affect us, 
both as performers and as listeners and its effect on the brain, although he is not a 
neuro-scientist!  He does not guarantee to arrive at any definite conclusions but hopes 
instead to open this to a dialogue with the audience.

Thursday    19th March 2020

Time Unfolding: alabaster and transience.
Janet Manifold

Janet Manifold is a sculptor working primarily in alabaster.  Alabaster is a form of 
calcium and the concepts underpinning Janet’s work have their origin in the influence 
of calcium on the rhythms and cycles of both the natural world and ourselves.

All talks are at Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street.
3:30pm – Tea, 4.00 - 5.00pm Talk.        £5.50 including tea & cake.
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Why we are leaving money to the Conservation Trust ?

Although it was lucky 
chance that brought us to 
Ludlow, it has certainly 
been one of the best 
decisions of our lives. Of 
course it’s a wonderful 
place to live, but we hadn’t 
been at all prepared for the 
splendours and fascination 
of St Laurence’s. Living 
here has allowed me to get 
‘under its skin’ and start to 
appreciate just how very 
special it is. A place of 
great architectural beauty, 
of course, it is so much 
more. Here, Ludlow’s 
history is all around us.

It isn’t too difficult to 
imagine the chaplains of 
the Palmers’ Guild busily 
engaged on their daily 
round of masses for the 
living and the dead at 
altars spread throughout 
the church. The wonderful 
Palmers’ window is only 
one example of a wealth of 15th century glass in the church; much of it was used to 
teach the faith. Along the nave and up through the chancel have strode the mighty 
Mortimers, earls of March, the Yorkist kings, Edward IV and Richard III and their father, 
the ill-fated Richard, Duke of York. 

The carved misericords include the badges of Richard II, of Yorkists, Lancastrians and 
the feathers of the Prince of Wales. And the large Elizabethan and Jacobean tombs 
in the church take us back to the days when Ludlow was hugely important as the

By any standard, St Laurence's is one of the finest churches in the country. 
We are not worshippers at the church, we are not rich and we have nine 
children between us, but we care enough about the conservation of this 
wonderful place to make sure that a small percentage of our estate goes to 
the Conservation Trust when we are no more. We want to feel that this 
wonderful place will still be there not only for our grandchildren, but for 
their grandchildren too. 
Hugh Wood 
For further information on remembering St Laurence’s in your will please 
contact trustee chris@crowcroft.co.uk
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Follow Ludlow Palmers’ Activities 
through Social Media
The website contains the latest news, calendar of events, newsletter and 
online donation facility. Take a look:

Website :  http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk
Facebook: https//www.facebook.com/ludlowpalmers
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ludlowpalmers
Email: info@ludlowpalmers.uk

home of the Council of Wales in the Marches. Apart from its history, architecture, 
carving and medieval glass, St Laurence’s has other treasures. For instance, there are 
excellent examples of the ten commandments from before and after the Reformation: 
in the chancel is the only example of the ten commandments in medieval glass in 
the country; by contrast, in the Lady chapel is one of the earliest examples of the ten 
commandments in English, dating from 1561 and including the Tudor rose.

By any standard, St Laurence’s is one of the finest churches in the country. We are 
not worshippers at the church, we are not rich and we have nine children between 
us, but we care enough about the conservation of this wonderful place to make sure 
that a small percentage of our estate goes to the Conservation Trust when we are no 
more. We want to feel that this wonderful place will still be there not only for our 
grandchildren, but for their grandchildren too.

Hugh Wood

For further information on remembering St Laurence’s in your will please contact 
trustee   chris@crowcroft.co.uk
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Thursday  24th March 2020  10.30am at 40 Broad Street, Ludlow

The Wine Imbibers Morning - Anyone with an interest, curiously appreciative. with 
or without knowledge, will enjoy this social event which is an opportunity to enjoy 
some great wines in good company and hosted by Roy Thwaites.    More information 
to follow nearer the time.

Other Events 

Saturday 25th  January 2020 7pm in The Space at St Laurence 

A Burns Night 
supper with dancing 
to renowned ceilidh 
band Hi Jinx

Booking is open, either 
via the Parish Office, 2 
College Street or through 
Eventbrite 
( w w w . e v e n t b r i t e .
co.uk).  Please note that 
Eventbrite will make an 
additional charge.

If booking through the 
Parish Office please 
make cheques (£30pp) 
payable to CTSLL and 
include name, and email 
address and indicate 
if you would like the 
vegetarian option.

Ticket(s)will be emailed, 
or posted to you.

Other Events  
Saturday 25th  January 2020 7pm in The Space at St Laurence  
- a Burns Night supper with dancing to renowned ceilidh band Hi Jinx 

Thursday  24th March 2020  10.30am at 40 Broad Street, Ludlow 
The Wine Imbibers Morning - Anyone with an interest, curiously 
appreciative. with or without knowledge, will enjoy this social event which 
is an opportunity to enjoy some great wines in good company and hosted 
by Roy Thwaites. More information to follow nearer the time.

Booking is open, 
either via the Parish 
Office, 2 College 
Street or through 
Eventbrite
(www.eventbrite.co.
uk).  Please note that 
Eventbrite will make 
an additional charge. 

If booking through 
the Parish Office 
please make cheques 
(£30pp) payable to 
CTSLL and include 
name, and email 
address and indicate 
if you would like the 
vegetarian option. 

Ticket(s)will be 
emailed, or posted to 
you.
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SUPPORT THE TRUST AND BECOME A LUDLOW PALMER
Please complete the form and post to:
The Conservation Trust for St Laurence Ludlow 2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN

Name:

Address:

     Telephone:

Email:

I wish to make a single donation to the Trust of £

either I enclose a cheque made out to 
The Conservation Trust for St Laurence Ludlow

or I have made an online payment to the Conservation Trust at 
National Westminster Bank,  Sort code 53 81 18, Account no: 82517193

I wish to make a regular donation to the Trust:

either I enclose a completed Standing Order Instruction - see over

or I have set up a Standing Order online to the account detailed 
above with the first payment to be made on:

and subsequent payments to be made monthly/quarterly/ 
annually from:

GIFT AID
I wish to Gift Aid this donation and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years 
(delete words as necessary) to The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow.  I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on 
all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Signed:       Date:

Please notify us if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address, no longer pay 
sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.  If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate 
and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on 
your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Are you happy for the Trust to contact you in future? YES / NO

Are you happy for the Trust to contact you by email ? YES / NO PLEASE POST

Are you  happy for the Trust to hold your information in our secure database for the purposes 
of maintaining records of donations made and to communicate with you regarding activities 
and events organised by and charitable works funded by the Trust? YES / NO

Are you happy for the Trust to publish your name in a list of donors? YES / NO
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STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION

To the Manager:         Bank plc

Address:

Sort Code:     Account No:

Account Name:

Please pay: National Westminster Bank plc, Ludlow
Sort Code: 53 81 18
Account No: 82517193
Account Name: The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow

The sum of: £     on (date of first payment):   / /

and thereafter (please specify frequency)

from (please specify date):  / /

Signed:

Name:

Date:

The Conservation Trust for St Laurence Ludlow (Charity No 1114678)

SUPPORTING THE LUDLOW PALMERS
Supporters of the Conservation Trust fall into four groups based on positions held in the 
mediaeval Ludlow Palmers Guild:

Palmers donate between £25 and £249 annually and will receive public acknowledgement, 
an invitation to the annual meeting, our newsletter and advance notice of events

Stewards donate between £250 and £499 annually and receive all Palmers’ benefits plus free 
entry to some events

Wardens donate between £500 and £999 annually and receive all Stewards’ benefits plus free 
entry to additional events

Guild Circle donors donate at least £1,000 annually and receive all Wardens’ benefits plus 
invitations to special events and privileged access to speakers


