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The Conservation Trust for St Laurence (Charity No. 1114678)

A recent inspection by a specialist firm indicates that the 
wooden panelling is rapidly deteriorating due to a lack of 
ventilation between the wall and wood. In addition, over 
the centuries the Tudor panelling has been damaged and 
conservation is required to ensure its craftsmanship can be 
admired by future generations. Restoration work includes 
making small ventilation holes, treating for woodworm, 
repairing damage, cleaning and finishing with beeswax 
polish.

Conservation Trust Launches St John’s 
Chapel Appeal

The Conservation Trust has announced a £12,000 public 
appeal to save fragile woodwork in St John’s Chapel – the 
Palmers’ Chapel. Dominated by the original mediaeval 
stained glass of the Palmers’ east window, St John’s Chapel 
also is the home of very fine woodwork, including the 
Tudor (c.1500) linenfold panelling, east wall panelling and 
reredos (c.1900), and the Georgian 18th century altar rail.

Tudor (c.1500) linenfold panelling in the Palmers’ Chapel needs 
urgent repair.

Lack of ventilation between 
the wall and Tudor 
panelling is causing rapid 
deterioration.

Close-up view of damage to 
medieval Tudor panelling.



Matching Grant Challenge
The total cost of the restoration work is £12,000 including VAT. Due to the generosity 
of several Palmer benefactors, a sum of £7,000 already has been pledged towards the 
conservation work. The remaining £5,000 must raised from the public to ensure that 
the magnificent woodwork in St Laurence’s Palmers’ Chapel can be seen in all its glory 
by future generations.

A benefactor has made a matching grant challenge to everyone who loves St Laurence’s 
and the Palmers’ Chapel: for every new Palmer who makes a donation, the benefactor 
will match it up to a total of £1,500. If successful, this matching grant would produce 
an additional £3,750 towards the Appeal (individual donors who are UK taxpayers 
can have their contribution enhanced by 25% through Gift Aid).
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Can We Raise £12,000 By Spring 2017?
The deterioration to the woodwork in the Palmers’ Chapel is serious and work needs 
to start as soon as possible. Are the Ludlow Palmers and friends of St Laurence’s up to 
the challenge? Our goal is to raise the £12,000 by Spring 2017, so restoration work 
can start by next summer. All existing Palmers (and new Palmers) are encouraged to 
make a special donation towards the St John’s Chapel Appeal using the form found on 
page 7. Simply tick the box marked St John’s Chapel Appeal, complete the Gift Aid 
section, and send you donation to the attention of the Hon. Treasurer.

If you would like to become a benefactor of this Appeal or would like more information, 
please contact Rory Chase, Conservation Trust Chair, Tel: 01584 878232.

The handcrafted 18th century 
Georgian wooden gate 
and railing also has been 
extensively damaged over 
the centuries. It is loose at 
column bases with a gate 
coming off at the hinges. 
Required restoration work 
includes repairing, cleaning, 
reassembling gate and 
restoring bases and capitals, 
and finishing beeswax polish.

Close-up view of damage to 
Georgian altar rail column.

Damage to Georgian altar 
gate.
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St Laurence’s church is a gem of 
a building – a bequest to us from 
those who in the 1400s elevated 
it to rank among the greatest 
churches in England, a position 
that it still holds today. They 
were called ‘palmers’, members 
of the Ludlow Palmers’ Guild 
who, by gifts in their lifetime 
and in their wills, created much 
of what we see around us today 
– the towering columns and 
arches, the rare stained glass, 
the carvings in stone and wood 
and the treasures of art.

Now it is our turn to protect for 
future generations the gift that 
we have received.

Currently there is a matching 
grant challenge to everyone 
who loves St Laurence’s and the 
Palmers’ Chapel: for every new 
Palmer who makes a donation, 

a benefactor will match it up to a total of £1,500. You can become a Ludlow Palmer 
by setting up a standing order, by making a one-off donation, or by agreeing to leave 
a legacy.

Will you join us?  Will you become a Ludlow Palmer?

We have one advantage over our predecessors six centuries ago. For every charitable 
gift made by a Ludlow Palmer who pays tax in the UK, the government adds 25% 
through Gift Aid at no extra cost to the donor. Legacies made in wills are exempt from 
taxation and can reduce inheritance tax.

To become a Ludlow Palmer now, see page 7 of this newsletter.

St John’s Chapel – the chapel of the mediaeval Palmers’ 
Guild. Elegant late mediaeval screen, rare early 16th 
century altar canopy, and Tudor (c.1500) linenfold 
panelling. East window (1425-1440s) celebrates the 
founding of the Ludlow Palmers and its legendary links 
to Edward the Confessor and the Holy Land.



Concert to Commemorate 
the Great Fire of London 1666

The famous Ceruleo Ensemble 
perform Deplorable Fire, a 
programme featuring music 
from the time of the Great Fire 
of London and the restoration 
period in England, including 
works by John Blow, Henry 
Purcell, Pelham Humphrey, 
Henry Lawes and John Wilson. 
This early music ensemble 
intersperse 17th century English 
music with readings from the 
diaries of Samuel Pepys and John Evelyn.

This family concert is on Friday, 16th December 2016, St Laurence Church, 
Ludlow. Tickets: £12.50 includes a glass of wine (children under 16 free). Tickets 
available from the Ludlow Assembly Rooms: http://www.ludlowassemblyrooms.
co.uk. All income goes to the work of the Conservation Trust for St Laurence, 
Ludlow (Charity No. 1114678)
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Conservation Trust 
Christmas Cards

There is still time to purchase your 2016 
Conservation Trust Christmas greetings card, 
entitled ‘St. Laurence’s Church, Ludlow, from 
Whitcliffe Common’. It measures 7” x 5” and 
inside are the words ‘Best wishes for Christmas 
and the New Year’. The cards are sold in St 
Laurence’s shop in packs of 5 at a cost of £3.50 
per pack.

Great Fire of London 1666.

Supporting the Ludlow Palmers – Philip Dunne MP 
for Ludlow with St Laurence’s shop manager Kitty 
Massarella buying Palmers’ 2016 Xmas cards.
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Friday 16th December 2016
Concert to Commemorate the Great Fire of London 1666
7:30pm to 10pm in St Laurence Church, Ludlow
The famous Ceruleo Ensemble perform a programme of English songs from the period accompanied by 
traditional instruments, together with readings from Pepys’ and Evelyn’s diaries. Tickets: £12.50 includes a 
glass of wine (children under 16 free). Tickets available from the Ludlow Assembly Rooms: http://www.
ludlowassemblyrooms.co.uk 

Thursday 19th January 2016
Creating an Visitor Friendly Centre at Lincoln Cathedral
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street
At Lincoln Cathedral, proposals for a new visitor centre with exhibition, garden, shop and restaurant in 
the Old Deanery are going through the stages of Heritage Lottery Fund funding bids. Carol Bennett, who 
is currently part of a team devising the exhibition, audio guide, printed material and digital methods of 
interpretation, talks about the challenges involved in creating a visitor friendly Centre. Tickets (limited 
seating): £5 on door (tea and cake included).

Thursday 16th February 2017
Rebuilding History: Flying Grandad’s Aircraft
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street
When Theo Willford suggested to David and Rick Bremner that they reconstruct the aircraft their Grandad 
flew in 1916, none of them knew where the journey would take them. 100 years on, the aircraft - the only 
airworthy Bristol Scout in the world – was flown from the identical spot their grandfather flew from on the 
Greek island of Thassos – and on many other adventures. Part of the Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets 
(limited seating): £5 on door (tea and cake included).

Thursday 16th March 2017
Shakespeare in Trouble/in Ludlow
2:30pm to 4:30pm (venue to be confirmed)
Ludlow based author Chris Crowcroft talks about his new book, Shakespeare in Trouble, and his 1600s 
investigator (or is he an informer) Richard Palmer (named after the Ludlow Palmers’ Guild), who is employed 
whenever playhouses and politics collide. Chris also examines the possibility that the Bard visited Ludlow. 
Part of the Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets (limited seating): £5 on door (tea and cake included).

Thursday 20th April 2017
I Love All Beauteous Things - The Music of Herbert Howells
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street
The music of the English composer Herbert Howells (1892-1983) was steeped in the landscape of his 
native Gloucestershire, his love of cathedral architecture, the language of the Book of Common Prayer 
and King James Bible, and what he described as the “immemorial sound of English voices”. In this talk, the 
Reverend Canon Dr Paul Andrews, an honorary Vice-President of the Herbert Howells Society, introduces 
the composer’s life and music. Part of the Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets (limited seating): £5 on door 
(tea and cake included).

More 2017 events are found at the Palmers’ website: http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk/calendar.html

Conservation Trust Events
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Follow Ludlow Palmers’ Activities through Social Media
Website: http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ludlowpalmers
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ludlowpalmers

The website contains the latest news, calendar of events, newsletter and online donation facility. 
Become a follower of the Ludlow Palmers and keep up-to-date! You also can contribute your 
own posts and tweets to the Ludlow Palmers’ Facebook and Twitter pages.

The Easy Way to Raise Funds for the Conservation Trust… 
without putting your hand in your pocket or purse, without even leaving your home.

Are you planning to buy your Christmas 
presents online?  Or maybe you are 
going to book a holiday in search of 
some winter sunshine?  Did you know 
that you could raise a free donation 
for The Conservation Trust with each 
online purchase?  It doesn’t cost you a penny extra because the donation comes from 
the retailer and there are nearly 3,000 companies on board, including Amazon, eBay, 
John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline, Marks & Spencer and Sainsbury’s.  It’s really simple, 
all you have to do is:

1. Join: sign up for free by logging onto – https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
ct4sl/ 

2. Shop: each time you want to shop just go to easyfundraising first, pick the retailer 
you want and start buying.

3. Raise: after you’ve checked out, the retailer will make a donation to your good 
cause for no extra cost whatsoever!

There are no catches or hidden charges and The Conservation Trust will be really 
grateful for your donations.  The amount donated varies.  An online shop from one 
of the major supermarkets might earn the Conservation Trust just 50p, or £26 a year 
if you shop weekly.  But taking out an insurance policy, changing your electricity 
provider or booking holiday flights could raise £26 in one fell swoop, with just two 
extra clicks of the mouse.
If you would like to know more or would like some help getting started please contact 
Lesley on 01584 318309 or lesleyharling@outlook.com



Standing order – complete the standing 
order form reverse side and gift aid form if 
applicable

Single donation – complete gift aid form and 
make your cheque to CTSLL

St John’s Chapel Appeal – single donation 
(CTSLL) / standing order (reverse) and complete 
gift aid form if applicable

Request information about legacies

Offer to help with the Ludlow Palmers

Add to the mailing list

The Conservation Trust for St Laurence

CONSERVATION NEWS
Helping to conserve the fabric and treasures of St Laurence’s

The Ludlow
Palmers

The Conservation Trust for St Laurence

Become a Ludlow Palmer
Please use this form to make a donation, learn 
more about providing a legacy, help to promote 
Trust activities, or join the mailing list. Please tick 
all that apply:

Name:

Address: 

Telephone: 

Email:

Please return to
the Ludlow Palmers,
2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1ET, UK

THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
Gift Aid declaration - for this & future donations

Title:  First names or initials: 

Surname:

Full home address:

       Post Code:

Tel:     Email:

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made tick box(es) which apply
     
Now                In the future 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 
April) that is at leasxt equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) 
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax 
do not quality. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.

Date:   Signature:

Please notify the Trust if you want to cancel your declaration, change your name or home address, or no longer pay 
sufficient tax on your income and / or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want 
to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment 
tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Please return your completed form to:
The Hon Treasurer, THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
(Charity No. 1114678)  •  2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1ET, United Kingdom
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THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW

STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION

To: The Manager of Bank plc

Address:

      Post Code:

Sort Code: 

Account No: 

Account Name:

Please pay: National Westminster Bank plc, Ludlow Branch

Sort Code: 53-81-18

Account No: 82517193

Account Name: The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow

The sum of £

Weekly / monthly / quarterly / annually (in advance) – (Please delete as appropriate)

starting on (date of first payment)

Signed:       Date:

Please return the completed form to:

The Hon Treasurer, The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow
2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1AN
United Kingdom


