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Ambrosia Sidney - Our Link to the Ill-Fated Lady Jane Grey

On the south side of the chancel is the memorial to Ambrosia Sidney who died in 
1574, aged just ten. She was the 4th daughter of Sir Henry Sidney KG, Lord President 
of the Council of Wales and the Marches, and his wife Mary Dudley.

Ambrosia is an odd name and we need to look to the Dudleys for the explanation. Her 
uncle was Sir Ambrose Dudley KG, Earl of Warwick and she was clearly named after 

him. Despite three marriages, 
Ambrose was childless and 
he must have doted on his 
little goddaughter. After her 
death he joined her father in 
erecting this fine monument 
to her. His coat of arms is on 
the monument opposite her 
father’s. The AW stands for 
Ambrose Warwick.

Strong Protestants, another of 
Ambrosia’s uncles, Guildford 
Dudley married Lady Jane 
Grey. They both lost their heads 
on the accession of Catholic 
Queen Mary. However, the 
Dudleys were rehabilitated 
during the following reign and 
another uncle, Robert Dudley, 
Earl of Leicester, became a 
favourite of Queen Elizabeth. 

So Ambrosia had strong family ties to some momentous events and famous people.

Memorial to Ambrosia Sidney (corrections have been 
made recently to the colouring of some of the heraldry 

on the monument).
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Letter from the Chairman
On Saturday, August 22nd, Ludlow was hit by one of the worst storms for many years. 
As well as continual thunder and lightning, there were times when the rain came 
down so heavily that it was impossible to see anything through it. People reported that 
it was the worst they’d ever seen in this country. So this was a real test of the church 
roof. £400,000 has been spent on the roof in the last few years to keep the rain out, 
much of it donated by the Conservation Trust, to combat rainwater incursion. I’m 
delighted to report that, apart from one minor problem in the tower, the church was 
completely watertight and we should be proud of the contribution we have made 
to that. It is difficult to over-emphasise the importance of keeping the church dry. 
Rainwater is the greatest natural threat to the building and a church with leaks will 
soon deteriorate.

We’re immensely proud of our church. In recent years much excellent work has been 
done to make sure it survives in good order, but there are significant parts of the 
building which still need attention. The biggest of these is the conservation of the 
medieval windows. This is a major project that will require external funding, but we 
want to be in a position to help with that and other conservation projects. If you care 
about St Laurence’s and want it to survive, please join us and become a Palmer.

Hugh Wood, Chairman
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The Ludlow Palmers Enter the Social Media Age
Through the dedicated work of Ludlow Palmers, especially James Caird, we have 
joined the social media age and now have our own website, and Facebook and Twitter 
pages:

Website: http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ludlowpalmers
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ludlowpalmers

The website contains the latest news, calendar of events, newsletter and online 
donation facility. You also can tweet to the Ludlow Palmers and the message will 
appear on the website home page.

The Palmers’ Facebook and Twitter pages contain the latest news about our activities. 
Become a follower of the Ludlow Palmers and keep up-to-date! You also can contribute 
your own posts and tweets to the Ludlow Palmers’ Facebook and Twitter pages.



St Laurence’s church is a gem of a building – a 
bequest to us from those who in the 1400s elevated 
it to rank among the greatest churches in England, 
a position that it still holds today.

They were called ‘palmers’, members of the Ludlow 
Palmers’ Guild who, by gifts in their lifetime and in 
their wills, created much of what we see around us 
today – the towering columns and arches, the rare 
stained glass, the carvings in stone and wood and 
the treasures of art.

Now it is our turn to protect for future generations 
the gift that we have received.

We are re-launching the Ludlow Palmers and 
asking everyone who cares about the future of 

this wonderful church to join us. You can become a Ludlow Palmer by setting up a 
standing order, by making a one-off donation, or by agreeing to leave a legacy.

Will you join us?  Will you become a Ludlow Palmer?

We have one advantage over our predecessors six centuries ago. For every charitable 
gift made by a Ludlow Palmer who pays tax in the UK, the government adds 25% 
through Gift Aid at no extra cost to the donor. Legacies made in wills are exempt from 
taxation and can reduce inheritance tax.

To become a Ludlow Palmer now, see page 7 of this newsletter.
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Join the Ludlow Palmers
St Laurence’s beautiful Pietà shows Mary holding the dead body of Jesus in her arms. With 

just a few strokes the sculptor has managed to convey Mary’s sadness. Michelangelo’s great 
Pietà in St Peter’s in the Vatican was created about 50 years after our carving.
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Annual Meeting Report
The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow (CTSLL) held its annual meeting on 
28th July 2015, attended by 50 Palmers and friends of the Trust. Hugh Wood, chair 
of CTSLL, presented a report of the Trust’s activities during 2014-2015, as well as 
the challenges and opportunities facing the Trust during the coming year. Michael 
Page, the Trust’s retiring honorary treasurer, gave a summary of the Trust accounts.



Oakly Park Fund-Raising Evening a Success
On Sunday, 20th September, the Ludlow Palmers held a fund-raising evening at Oakly 
Park, the home of Viscount and Lady Windsor, in Bromfield near Ludlow. Around 
80 people enjoyed a reception that included drinks and canapés. This was followed 
by a performance of ‘Secrets and Inspirations’, a collection of poetry, readings and 
music, many with a local flavour. Devised by actress Janet Wantling, it was performed 
by a distinguished cast of well-known actors: John Challis, Gabrielle Drake, Colin 
Prockter, Tim Wallers and Janet herself. They were supported by Andrew Morris on 
the keyboard and the superb lighting 
was in the hands of Sian Murray.

The audience were treated to a rich 
and varied programme that included 
a description by the American Anna 
Maria Fay of a New Year’s Day dinner 
she enjoyed at Oakly Park in 1852 in 
the very room where the audience 
were sitting.  At the other end of the 
scale, the guests enjoyed a hilarious 
portrayal by John Challis of Lord 
Emsworth, from ‘Blandings’ by P G Wodehouse, learning to call Pig...hoo..o..o..ey! to 
get his favourite pig to eat up its food. The evening was a great success and raised over 
£4,500 for the Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow.
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Artistes in line: Colin Prockter, Janet Wantling, 
John Challis, Gabrielle Drake & Tim Wallers.

He noted that the Trust had made the final payments for restoration work during 
Phase 2, of St Laurence’s Vision Project. Michael also reported that the Trust’s funds 
were at a point where we could only fund small restoration projects in the future 
unless there was an increase in annual donations and legacies.

The Trust officers for the year 2015-2016 are: Hugh Wood, chair; Rory Chase, 
deputy chair; Carole Dixon, treasurer; Andrew Pike, secretary.

Following the reports, Tim Bridges, Church Buildings Support Officer for the 
Diocese of Hereford, gave an illustrated talk on Looking after our Church Heritage. 
The presentation included examples of recent renovation and repairs of local 
churches, as well as the transformation of churches to meet today’s community 
needs.
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Conservation Trust Events
Thursday 15th October 2015
10:30am St Laurence’s Church, Ludlow
A Tour of the Architecture, Art, Heraldry and History of St Laurence’s – with Hugh 
Wood. This free event will start with coffee and is open to all. Get to know more about 
this wonderful building, its treasures and the history with which it is associated. Hugh 
Wood is one of the most experienced and knowledgeable of St Laurence’s tour guides. 
No need to book, just turn up.

Friday 20th November 2015
7.00pm Ludlow Brewery
A Race Night in support of the Conservation Trust. Come and have a fun evening in 
aid of a good cause. 
For more information ring 01584 876901 or contact the Ludlow Palmers at: 
2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN.

Saturday 28th November 2015
10:00am to 4pm St Laurence’s Church, Ludlow 
(Entrance fee - children admitted free)
Christmas Medieval Bazaar. The Ludlow Palmers will have a stall selling its Christmas 
greetings cards, cakes, etc.

Wednesday 24th February 2016
2:00pm to 4:00pm Ludlow Womens Centre
Cheese & Wine Tasting. An opportunity to sample some of Britain’s (and Europe’s) 
most delicious cheeses, accompanied by perfectly matched wines. Event for Ludlow 
Palmers and their guests; organised by Ludlow’s Harp Lane Deli.
Tickets: £10 Ludlow Palmers; £15 non-Palmers (Admission by ticket – limited to 30 
people). Tickets available by writing to: Mr Rory Chase, Ludlow Palmers, 2 College 
Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN (Cheques made payable to CTSLL)

Saturday 25th June 2016
St Laurence’s Church, Ludlow
Ludlow: Windows into a Medieval Parish. A day conference including talks by some 
of the world’s leading experts on medieval stained glass with special emphasis on St 
Laurence’s internationally famous glass.
Tickets: £50 general; £45 members of sponsoring associations; £40 Ludlow Palmers. 
Tickets available by writing to: Ludlow Palmers, 2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN 
(Cheques made payable to CTSLL)
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Christmas Cards
The Conservation Trust has produced a 
Christmas greetings card for 2015 from a 
photograph taken by Gareth Thomas.

The card is entitled ‘St. Laurence’s Church, 
Ludlow, from Deepwood Lane’ and measures 
7” x 5”. Inside are the words, ‘Best wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year’.  

The cards will be sold in packs of 5 at a cost 
of £3.50 per pack. Please note there has been 
no increase in cost of the Trust’s Christmas 
Cards for some years. 

The cards are now available for purchase from 
the St. Laurence church shop with the other 
charity cards. They also will be available at 
the Conservation Trust stall at St. Laurence’s 
Medieval Bazaar on 28th November 2015. St. Laurence’s Church, Ludlow, 

from Deepwood Lane

Conservation Trust Christmas Cards Order Form

Please reserve     packs (5 cards in a pack) of 2015 Conservation Trust Christmas 
Cards at a cost of £3.50 per pack.
I enclose a cheque made payable to CTSLL for £  for the cards.  Please post 
the completed order form and cheque to: CTSLL, 2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN

Name: 

Address:

     Telephone:

Email:

Note: Cards will be available for collection from the St. Laurence church shop 
beginning 16th October 2015.  If you would like the cards posted to you, please add 
£2.00 for p&p.
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Become a Ludlow Palmer
Please use this form to make a donation, learn 
more about providing a legacy, help to promote 
Trust activities, or join the mailing list. Please tick 
all that apply:

Name:

Address: 

Telephone: 

Email:

Please return to the Ludlow Palmers,
2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1ET, UK

THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW
Gift Aid declaration - for this & future donations

Title:  First names or initials: 

Surname:

Full home address:

       Post Code:

Tel:     Email:

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made tick box(es) which apply
     
Now                In the future 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 
April to 5 April) that is at leasxt equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur 
Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes 
such as VAT and Council Tax do not quality. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 
that I give.

Date:   Signature:

Please notify the Trust if you want to cancel your declaration, change your name or home address, or no 
longer pay sufficient tax on your income and / or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or 
additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid 
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Please return your completed form to:
The Hon Treasurer, THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
(Charity No. 1114678)  •  2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1ET, United Kingdom

Standing order - complete the standing 
order form reverse side and gift aid form if 
applicable.

Single donation - complete gift aid form and 
make your cheque to CTSLL.

Request information about legacies.

Offer to help with the Ludlow Palmers.

Add to the mailing list.
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THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW

STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION

To: The Manager of Bank plc

Address:

      Post Code:

Sort Code: 

Account No: 

Account Name:

Please pay: National Westminster Bank plc, Ludlow Branch

Sort Code: 53-81-18

Account No: 82517193

Account Name: The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow

The sum of £

Weekly / monthly / quarterly / annually (in advance) – (Please delete as appropriate)

starting on (date of first payment)

Signed:       Date:

Please return the completed form to:

The Hon Treasurer, The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow
2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1AN
United Kingdom


